
LETTERS' TO THE EDITOR, 
Whitst cordially inviting communications 

d l  subjects for these columns, we wish it 
upon 
to bt  

distincdy uiderstood that we do not IN ANY WAY 
hold ourselves vesponsible for the o@inions ex@cssed 
by our corres$ondents. 

NATIONAL INDEBTEDNESS TO MEN WHO 
HAVE STAKED EVERYTHING. 

To the Editor of THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF NURSING. 
'DEAR &!f.ADAM,-NOthing but the sense of 

national indebtedness to men who staked every- 
thing and lost health in our defence, induces us 
to bring the urgent claims of sailors and soldiers 
stricken with tuberculosis, before you. 

These men entered the ranks well, and have 
developed hberculosis while fighting. They must 
be cared for. 

Their case, sad as it is, is not hopeless. The 
disease can be arrested and they. can become 
self -supporting again. 

Failures to cure tuberculous disease in its 
earlier manifestations can generally be traced 
to the return of patients to  work which is unsuit- 
able, or at' a stage when the disease has been only 
partly arrested. 

The Farm Colony will save these failures, and 
will not only restore health to  the men to whom 
the nation owes an undying debt of gratitude, 
but will train them and fit them fcr a life on the 
land. 

Will you please read the outline of the Farm 
Colony scheme, for the establishment of which 
;650,000 is necessqry, and give, it your earnest 
consideration ? , 

Yours faithfully, 

34, Queen Anne's Gate, S.W. 
[We refer to this scheme on page 286.1 

BALFOUR O F  BURLEIGH. 
GLENCONNER. ' 

THE APOLOGIA OF THE IRISH' BOARD OF 

To. the Editor Of THE BRITISH JOURNAL O F  NURSING. 
DEAR MADAM,-There is at present so much 

uncertainty as to the scope and functions of two 
organisations which have recently arisen in 
Ireland to deal with questions connected with 
nursing, that we feel bound to draw public atten- 
tion to the distinction between them. 

The College of Nursing, Ltd., the membership 
of which already exceeds 7,000, was founded in 
1916, and provides in its Articles of Association 
for a dcmocr~itic control of the nursing profession 
by the members of that profession. Its objects 
are lofty a,nd far-reaching, and a t  the same time 
thoroughly practical. It purposes to organise the 
nursing profession, to secure State Registration 
for the trained nurse, to  raise and maintain the 
standard of txaining, and establish a uniform 
curriculum, and to obtain professional advantages 
for the trained nurse. 

* THE COLLEGE O F  NURSING, LTD. 

. 

Public-spirited Irish nurses .and doctors saw 
a t  once that if Ireland were not included in the 
scope of the College, Irish nurses would be left 
in the lurch, and in the future would have to 
compete a t  a decided disadvantage with their 
British sisters, who would hold the certificate of 
the College. Upon their initiative, accordingly, 
an Irish branch of the College was started in 
February of this yesr, which soon attracted in 
all parts of the country the support of those who 
were far-seeing enough to understand the best 
interests of the Irish nurse. It is admitted on 
every side that the training in Ireland is unequal, 
and that reform is needed. It is also agreed by all 
thinking people that by the very nature of her 
profession a nurse can never undertake to  confine 
her life t o  one country. She never knows whither 
her work will lead her. Therefore, an indispensable 
item of her equipment is a certificate which will 
carry weight all over the world. Such a certificate 
she will have i€ she joins the College of Nursing. 
The necessity of having an Irish Branch of the 
College is therefore obvious. 

This Irish branch was fully formed and organised 
and ,  doing work, when another organisation 
appeared, with the title of " The Irish hursing 
Board, approved by the Royal College of Sargeons 
in Ireland." In a circular letter the Irish Nursing 
Board expresses the hope that it will ' I  take the 
place in this country that the College of Nursing 
aims at taking in England." This, it is quite 
impossible for it to do, because it is too narrow 
in conception. The College of Nursing is a world- 
wide movement, worldng for the benefit of English, 
Scotch, Welsh, Irish and Colonial nurses, who, 
whatever their nationality or political opinions, 
are first and foremost nurses, with the needs and 
responsibilities of nurses. The Irish Nursing 
Board has started a Register, and proposes to 
grant a Certificate, but this certificate can hardly 
carry any weight outside Ireland ; whilst, should 
State Registration be granted, the Irish Nursing 
Board can give no  guarantee that its Register will 
be recognised by the State. With regard to 
raising the standard of training, an organisation 
which can promise no material benefit to the 
nurses cannot hope to  effect abiding reform in 
the profession. 

This being so, it is hoped that the public and 
the nurses will realise fully that in starting the 
Irish Nursing Board its promoters are working 
against the best inferests of the Irish nurse, and 
retarging in no small degree the work of progres- 
sion and reform. 

I remain, on behalf of the Irish Board of the 
College of Nursing, 

Yours faithfully, 
VE'RA MATHESON, Secretary. 

Irish Board, College of Nursing, Ltd. 
23, Kildare Street, Dublin 
[The Irish Board of the College of Nursing, Ltd., 

can give no guarantee that its Register will be 
recognised by the State, although Miss Matheson 
asserts in a pamphlet issued under the authority 
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